
Arrange Funerals tor Victims of Explosion at Nixon’s , 

I ONTHE JOB 
| Praised for Work at Explosion 

j Mayor Wilson Aids in 
Rescue Work 

tinder the direction of Chief! 
| « l'rancl8 .of the New Brunswick Are 
I department, the first department at 
i I the scene the fire fighters of the Io- ! 
t § cnj companies worked after Chief 

I John Campbell, the Garfield and 
ff Eajgl ecompariles and members of 

i * ottter companies reported for service I 
t, § at jBonhamtown on Saturday. 

lieutenant Andrew Jensen re- 
■ cefived the call for fire companies, 

ambulances, doctors and nurses and 
j, .In .regard to the fire companies he 

EpK oofatnunicated with Mayor William 
f C.! Wilson. The fnayor in turn got 

| | in-touch with Chief Campbell and 
I taffs were sounded for the Eagle and 

Garfield companies. Members of 
■i bth&r companies also responded. 

filose was needed more than any- 
thing else and the supply of the 

| Eagle Company was immediately 
f pressed into service. As the services 

of the Garfield apparatus was not 
r needed at ’he scene. Chief Campbell 

I 
decided to send it back home. There 
were few sources from which water 
could be obtained. 

The Eagle Company had a big 
delegation out and there were many 
members of the other companies in 
attendance. The local firelighters 
did efficient work and remained long 
after many of the other companies 
left the scene. The Amboy men wet 
down the remains throughout the 
time the report was going the 
rounds that another bad explosion 
was expected. Mayor Wilson and 
Chief Campbell also worked hard 
in the battle to extinguish I he fire. 

Mayor Wilson received word from 
the Phil Daly company of Long 
Branch, asking if the local firemen 
needed relief and also from the fire. 1 

fighters of Matawan, but as the 
blaze was under control the chief 1 
executive made known that the 1 
services of the Monmouth county 
Ighters would not be required. The 1 

Mayor thanked the Long Branch f 
ind Matawan representatives and 
nade known that if the occasion 1 
;ver arose, the local firefighters will 
ie pleased to make a similar offer. ( 

Doctors, nurses and ambulance < 

[rivers of this city also worked hard • 

round the neighborhood of where 
he great explosion occurred. Lieu- t 

| tenant Jensen sent the police ambu- 1 

j lance and also notified the City Hos- < 

I pital, American Smelting & Refining 
j and Raritan Copper companies to f 
p 4«ct'-d out their ambulances. 1 

|j'® Local residents employed at plants 
In the vicinity of where the trouble I 

ssiated in carrying out I < 

! r bodies of the dead and injured. 

Ammonite Co. Report 
NEW BRUNSWICK, Mar. 3.—R. f 

I Norris Shreve. president of the Am- 1 

r rnonlte Company, at Nixon, who re- a 

tiff sides In East Orange, issued this t 

pFmorning the list of dead. Injured and 
® missing, employed by that company, * 

The dead: Edward L. Smith. Me- C 
tuehen, superintendent, of the plant. J'1 

if Lester Spencer, foreman: Mrs. t 
B Robert Wherry, whose residence was '1 
If glvpn as Scotch Plaips. hut who is S 

rj-has been living at Morgan: Harold I- 

hJSlaie, of Metuo.hen, anil Hugo Hag- I 
Ken, of Llndenau. The company’s in. (. 

fl jured men are: Fltzhugh Catlett, I 

Lilohn Peretti, Paul Ostrovtch, Fred f 

B\i)elbasco and Thomas Kelly. The t 
E ^Utjssing: Arthur Cole, Metuchen, and b 
ferine hard E. Crofton. Highland Park, t 

d 
Funeral for Mrs. Wherry 

EE i MORGAN. March 3-—The funeral 
B of Mrs R. J. Wherry. Jr who mot 

®i her death during the Nixon explo- ‘a 8f|; sion Saturday will be held tomorrow 
afternoon at 2 o’clock from the ^ 

Bihome of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. t 
|y; U. 1. Wherry, Sr., at Scotch Plains. |! 
L| Young Mrs. Wherry was married 

'■T shout two years ago and came to l 
’■I MuiSfran Heights. She was employed 1 

Ifij «s stenographer In the Ammonite " 

it r2F!§lfEiiy 8 plant- 
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rWt risk blood poisoning by paring a 

corn. Apply Blue-jay, the scientific corn 

endsr. The pain will vanish instantly. 
7hen the com loosens and comes out. 
Cel Bine-jay today et your druggist. 

Blue=jay 

GIVE DETAILS 
OF BIG BEAST 

This Section Greatly Alarmed 
During Tense Moments 

After Explosion 

Now that forty-eight hours have 
passed sine ethe terrible explosion at 

j the plant of the Ammonite Com- 
I pany at Nixon, adjoining Raritan 
! Arsenal, and no further detonations 
| have taken place, residents in Me- 
j tuchen. New Brunswick. Perth Am- 
| boy and other places in the im- 
I mediate vicinity are commencing to 

breathe freely again. Reports that 
large quantities of explosives were 
stored near the demolished plant 
and that the smouldering Are placed 
them in danger, resulted in the same 
fear being shown by residents in this 
locality as was experienced by them 
during the Morgan explosion of 1018. 

The latest figures show eighteen 
killed, two missing and sixteen per- 
sons in New Brunswick hospitals as 
the result of the explosion shortly 
before 11:30 Saturday morning. The 
exact cause of the detonation prob- 
ably will never be known as those 
who might be able to tell what hap- 
pened had their lives snuffed out 
when the calamity occurred. 

The explosion was heard and felt 
by thousands in this part of the state 
and the funnel shaped cloud of 
smoke was seen by many who rushed 
to windows or out of doors immedi- 
ately following the blast. The peo- 
ple in this vicinity realized a terri- 
fic explosion had taken place, but 
they did not realize the great loss 
of life connected with the calamity 
and when first reports of the known 
dead were received Saturday after- 
noon the shock of the news stunned 
the populace. Relatives and friends 
of those working in the plant strove 
desperately to secure some definite 
information as to the fate of their 
loved ones or acquaintances. Soon 
after the blast all roads leading to' 
the plant were blocked with automo- : 

biles going to the scene of the ex- 
plosion. 1 

Fire companies, ambulances, doc- ] tors and others called in the emer ( 
gency were given the right of way 
and efforts were made to keep on- t lookers away from the plant, 

The devastated premises drew 20,- , 000 sightseers yesterday who expect- , ed to see firemen and other workers 
extricate the bodies of more missing j victims from the ruins. There was , 
no digging for bodies, as the heat of 
the debris and the peril of further 
explosions forbade extended work. | Even at the demolished one-story | irame dwelling of Arthur Dumas and , 
his family it was difficult, because 
of the heat of the debris, to extricate 
the remains of the four who were 
crushed and burned in the house. ; 
Dumas escaped with minor injuries. 
His wiie and their three children 
were killed. Mrs. Dumas's torso was 
found in the cellar. Bones of the 
:hree children were found, charred, 
it the threshold of the door, whither 
:hey had been blown by the blast. 

Charles Lipkey and Robert Jones, 
employes of the Nixon Nitration 
Company, appeared at the property e 
•esterday, thereby dispelling a report t hat they were among the missing, 
fhey said they were not at the plant 
Saturday. Arthur Coles and Richard I 
£. Crofton are known to be missing. 11 
Both worked for the Ammonite 
-Ompany. Crofton was a chauffeur, 
tn the yard yesterday a fireman 
round Crofton’s license and clinging 
o it a shred of overalls. At their 
homes it was said they had not re- t! 
turned since leaving for work Satur- f 
lay morning. e 

Fear Others are Dead 
Though these were the only two 

* 
listed as known ‘o he missing, the 

1 

authorities are fearful that others 
were buried in the debris of the 
Nixon Nitration Company’s office 
building. Superintendent William L. 
Saunders, Nixon superintendent, said ] 
yesterday that ho would be unable ] for the present and possibly for a 
number of days to announce the 
names of the missing employes of 
the company, if any ar found to be 
unaccounted for. He explained that 
the company’s records had been de- 
stroyed in the explosion and that 1 
these records would have shown ; 
names of the men working at the 
plant Saturday. Saunders found a t 
cash box yesterday containing ashes. < 
The box was at a spot near the ruin- 
ed office building. The ashes, he 1 
said, were the remains of $160 in 
bills that had been on the paymas- 
ter’s desk. 

Chemists to Examine Ruins 
Chemical experts were requested 

yesterday by Assistant Prosecutor 
John E. Toolan to make an examina- 
tion of the scene as soon as the 
wreckage cools off. 

When reporters asked President 
R. Norris Shreve of the Ammonite 
Company for his theory of the cause 
he said: "i am just as much puzzled 
as anybody else. I can not imagine 
how it happened.” 

He said that the property loss to 
his company would be $100,000, but 
that moat of this would be covered 
by insurance. Mr. Shreve was ac- 
companied yesterday in his examina- 
tion of his property by his attorney, 
.T. H. T. Martin o' Woodbridge. They 
had a talk at the scene with Mr. 
Toolan. 

Lewis Nixon said he was equally 
at a loss to account for the cause of 
the blast. Major Casad of the Rar- 
itan Arsenal had a theory, which dlf- 

Be Better Looking—Take 
Olive Tablets 

If your skin is yellow—complexion 
pallia—tongue coated—appetite poor— 
you have a bad taste in your mouth— 
a lazy, no-good feeling—you should 

I take Olive Tablets. 
Dr Edwards’ Olive Tablets—a sub- 

stitute for calomel—were prepared by 
Dr. Edwards after 17 years of study. 

Dr.Edwards’OliveTabletsareapurelv 
vegetablecompound mixed withohveoil 
You will know them by their olive color 

To have a clear, pink skin, bright eyes, 
no pimples, a feeling of buoyancy like 
childhood daysyoumustgetatthe cause 

Dr. Edwards’ Olive Tablets act on 
the liver and bowels like calomel—yet 
have no dangerous after effects. 

They start the bile and overcome con- 
stipation. Take one or two nightly and 
note the pleasing results. MUlicms of 
femes are sold annually a$ (5c 30c. 

Ambulances Cared for the Injured 

Ambulances from Perth Amboy and New Brunswick, were r ushe'd to the wrecked plant of the Nixon Nitration Plant fol- 
lowing the heavy explosion which took a toll of many lives. Pho to shows one of them about to leave with the last of the injured. 
About 150 men and women were at work in the plant at the time, all of them, lined up for the Saturday payroll. 

—————g ■■1 IIF——i^——e—^^1 
fered from that offer on Saturday 
by Mr. Nixon, who ventured the 
guess that a quantity of TNT had 
been overlooked in the separation 
process at the arsenal and that this 
explosive, transferred to the Ammo- 
nite Company, had caused the blast. 

Major Casad said the ammonium 
nitrate was separated from the TNT 
at the arsenal under supervision of 
army inspectors. These Ingredients 
were taken from shells turned over 
to the arsenal by the government 
after the war. The separation work 
was done at the arsenal by the Col- 
umbia Salvage Company. Major 
Casad said that the army inspectors 
checked not only as to the quantity 
of ammonium nitrate derived in this 
process by the Columbia Salvage 
Company, but that they made cer- 
tain, in addition, that no TNT re- 
mained before the ammonium ni- 
trate was placed in tanks for trans- 
mission to the Ammonite Company’s 
factory, there to be transformed into 
fertilizer. 

Admits TAT Possibility 
The commandant admitted that It 

was possible that a quantity of TNl' 
might have been overlooked even 
under this careful supervision, but 
he said he was positive that such a 
quantity would have been insufficient 
to cause S.n explosion of the devas- 
tating measure of the blast on Satur- 
day. 

Major Casad pointed out that in I 
the Ammonite Company factory were 
large quantities of ammonium ni- 
trate under process of crystallization 
at the time of the disaster, besidee 
a large quantity stored in the build- 
ing awaiting this process. He said 
the plant contained much oxygen 
and carbon. He said it was his be- 
lief that too much of these elements, 
in themselves non-explosive, had 
been held in the plant and he liken- 
ed their possible explosion to the ex- 
plosion of dust. 

He added that the government ex- 
perts took the greatest care in super- 
vising the extraction of the TNT 
from the condemned shells. The am- 
monium nitrate then was put in 
liquid form, in tanks on freight cars 
and sent to the Ammoniate Company 
building half a mile away. It was 
there put in four large tanks outside 
the building and piped into caldrons 
In the factory. The filtered liquid 
was poured off and the residue was 
Bvaporated into a powder for fer- 
tilizer. 

INVESTIGATIONS START 
OF NIXON EXPLOSION 

(Continued from page J.j 
the possibility of further explosions 
forbade extended work. Mounds of 
explosives and pools of Inflammable 
acids menaced the men who dated 
to comb the ruins. Pungent yellow 
smoke that Issued from the heaps 
spat sharp-tongued flames when dis- 
turbed. Intense heat from warped 
beams and tumbled tiles made the 
work still more difficult. ( 

Through last night firemen stood 
by while lights were played on the 
blazing heap. Physicians, nurses 
and ambulances stood in readiness. 
Until the ruins cool down, which 
may take a number of days, no 1 

thorough search for other victims ! 
will be made. Those in charge of 
the work fear that within the do- 
bris are acids which will explode in 
contact with water or by impact. 

Hundreds * of policemen, state 
troopers and special officers were re- 
quired yesterday for traffic duty on 
roads leading to Nixon. Automobiles 
from New York, Connecticut, Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware and Maryland 
were Included among the 5,000 that 

( 
drove four abreast along the roads. 
All cars were stopped a quarter mile 
from town. < 

ASKS $30,000 DAMAGES 
IN GROSSING AGGIDENT 

Miss Margaret Sheehan of Oak 
street, has brought suit, through her 
attorney, David T. Wllentz, in the 

supreme court, for $30,000 damages 
as a result of Injuries she received 
on the night of October 1, 1923, 
when struck by a gate at the Smltn 

street crossing of the Central Kail- 

road. The complaint names two de- 

fendants, on© the Central Railroad 

and the other James Doukas, the 

owner of a bus line. The railroad 
is sued for $15,000 damages and 
Doukas for $15,000. 

According to the papers In the 

case, Mies Sheehan was standing on 

the sidewalk near the gate when the 

bus came along. The bus started to 

cross the track and It is alleged that 

the gates were lowered In front. of ’it.■ 

The bus, In order to clear tho tiack, 
crashed through the gate and the 

gate from the force of the impact 
flew to the sidewalk and struck Miss 

Sheehan, Inflicting painful Injuries 
from which she has not yet recov- 

ered. 
__ 

Retires From Business 
I Lobe), who for the past eighteen 

years has conducted a 

^rh^ret^r^om business, 

and is to be succeeded by Harry Glt- 

tleson, who will conduct the same 

business in the line of toys, baby 
carriage*, picture frames, gift fur- 

niture and musical Instruments. 

Gaiety and Color 
Parasols and scarfs of gaily pat- 

terned cretonne are worn with sim- 

ple stralghtllne cotton frocks at 

Palm Beach. 

America’s cotton crop before the 

appearance of the boll weavil was 

15,000,000 bfclea in a season, ■ 

Rescue Parties Formed Quickly 
* .A 

Aid came quickly to the many injured in tli e explosion of the Nixon Nitration Works plant 
at Nixon. Photo shows one of the rescue partie s caring for injured. It also shows close-up of 
the tangled mass of wreckage. It is believed the number of dead many reach two-score. 

Mother and Three Small Chil- 
dren Wiped Out in the 

Nixon Explosion 

Mrs. Arthur Dumas, who with her 
three small children met their death 
in their home a short distance from 
the Nixon plant, will be burled in St. 

Mary’s cemetery tomorrow morning 
according to arrangements now be- 

ing completed by the family. Un- 
dertaker Eugene J Mullen went to 
New Brunswick this morning to get 
what remains of the little family 
who were wiped out in their home 
after the house in which they were 

living was leveled by the terrific ex- 

plosion that rocked the surrounding 
country. The remains will be kept 
at his place and from there the 
funeral cortege will go to the home 
of her parents, 201 Smith street, and 
thence to St. Mary’s church where a 

solemn requiem mass will be said. 
Mrs. Dumas was twenty-five 

years old ana was a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles J. Scales* of 201 
Smith street, this city. She with 
her husband, who has been In the 
employe of Lewis Nixon for the past 
eleven years, have occupied the 
house which was destroyed by the 
explosion for the past three years. 
The family, besides the father and 
mother, was made up of Dorothy, 
four years old; Edward, three years 
old and John Richard, eighteen 
months old. 

Mr. Dumas is at the home of his 
father-in-law and is suffering from 
shock and bruises about the body, 
when he was knocked down by the 
explosion. He was in the warehouse 
at the time and escaped. 

Besides her parents and husband 
Mrs. Dumas is survived by three 
sisters and four brothers, all residing 
in this city. They are Mrs. William 
McGrane, Beatrice, Angela, Jack, 
Fred, Joseph and Richard Scales. 

The Scales family is well known in 
Tottenville, where they resided un- 

til a few years ago before moving 
to this city. Mrs. Dumas at the time 
of the Morgan explosion Aid con- 

siderable relief work at the tempo- 
rary hospitals that sprung up for 
the care of influenza patients when 
that epidemic broke out following 
the terrible blast at the Morgan 
plant In 1918. 

Miss Ruth Rockefeller awenty-one 
years old, who was employed at the 
Nixon plant In the Inspection de- 
partment, resided with Mr, and Mrs, 
Dumas. She was killed at the Dumas 
home with Mrs. Dumas and the 
t..ree children. Her home was In 
Jersey City, where her father re- 

sides. 

Legitimate theatres alone in New 
York represent a total Investment of 
$40,000,000 and between $600,000 
and $700,000 is. spent each week in 
admissions to them, 

Fitzgerald Lost Life 
Trying to Save Others 

One of the local dead as a result 
of the Nixon explosion, John E.' 
Fitzgerald, forty-eight years old, of 
397 Laurie street, risked his own 

life in an effort to save a fellow 
worker. 

Air. Fitzgerald was the oldest 
employe of the Nixoo company at 
the Bonhamtown plant, having serv- 
ed for a period of about nine yea,rs. 
He had a building of hla o;vn and 
some time ago called In an employe 
who was working out in the cold. 
It was this employe whose Ilfo lie 
endeavored to save on Saturday. 

The Laurie street resident is sur- 
vived by his wife, Mrs. Emma Fitz- 
gerald, two daughters, Aladeline and 
Frances, a son, Robert, and four 
sisters, Mrs. James McLeod, Mrs. 
Bertha Brownmlller and Mrs. Thom- 
as Martin, of this city, and Mrs. 
Jacob Taylor, of Camden. The fu- 
neral is to be held tomorrow morn-1 

lng with sorvlces at St. Mary’s 
church at 10 o’clock and Interment 
will fol.uw in St. Mary’s cemetery. 

Mr and Mrs. Fitzgerald had plan- 
ned to attend the funeral of a rela- 
tive in Brooklyn on Saturday. The 
husband was too tired to leave til8 
home on Friday night and so his 
wife and son made the trip. He 
went to work as usual on Saturday, 
planning to work for a half day. 
Upon the return of the son and wife 
on Saturday afternoon, news of the 
explosion was received and the eon 
Immediately notified Thomas F. 
Burke who took the body from the 
scene, the first of the dead to be 
claimed. 

Word received from officials of 
the company yesterday was to the 
effect that Mr. Fitzgerald was (,-ir 
enough from the scene of the ex- 

plosion on aSturday to be out of 
danger, but had rushed to the tin 
shop to look for his fellow worker 
and as a result lost his life. 

OF L. SUKER. 
.- 

Funeral for Well Known Man 
Will Be Held at Metuchen 

on Wednesday 

The funeral for Lester Spencer, 
one of the victims of the explosion 
at the Nixon Nitration Plant on 

Saturday and son of Mr. and Mrs. 
William A. Spencer, will be held 
from the home of his mother-in- 
law, Mrs. Robert Ten Eyck, 19 
Durham avem j, Metuchen, on Wed 
nesday afternoon at 2 o’clock, the 
Rev. J. Q. Mason, of Metuchen of- 
ficiating. Interment will be in Al- 
pine cemetery. The Masonic funeral 
service will take place at the grave. 

Besides his parents. Mr. Spencer 
Is survived by his wife who was 
formerly Miss Elsie Ten Eyck of Me- 
tuchen. 

Mr. Spencer was well known In 
Perth Amboy and obtained consider- 
able note as a baseball pitcher on 
the high school team. He graduated 
from the local Institution in 1914. 

Mr. Spencer was employed at the 
plant as assistant superintendent. As 
Edward Smith, the superintendent, 
and the bodies of the stenographer 
and Mr. Spencer were all found In 
the same place. Indications are that 
they were in the office of the plant 
when the explosion took place. Be- 
sides other Injuries Mr. Spencer suf- 
fered a fracture o.' the skull and 
many broken bones. Mr. Smith was 
alive when aid reached the plant, but 
died a few hours after being admit- 
ted to the hospital. Close friends of 
the Spencer family said It is believed 
some TNT found Its way accidently 
Into the plant and was not discover- 
ed. 

Mr. Spencer was twenty-nine years 
old anA the only child. 

RED CROSS AID 

Co-operate with New Bruns- 
wick Chapter in Tragedy 

at Nixon Plant 

The local Red Cross chapter, un- 

der the direction of Miss Anrfa Bor- 

den, executive secretary, Is today 
assisting the New Brunswick chap- 
ter Jn caring for the families m this 
vicinity who are stricken in any way 
by the explosion at the Nixon’s plant 
at Bonhamtown on Saturday. 

Miss Borden announced today 
that the office of the local chapter 
was open all Saturday afternoon 
and yesterday awaiting word from 
the New Brunswick Red Cross head- 
quarters to start immediately and 
help the county body in any way to 

care for the injured and their fam- 
ilies. The executive secretary has 
also made It known that the local 
chapter could not engage In any 
work at the explosion unless author- 
ized by the New Brunswick chapter, 
under whose jurisdiction the Nixon 
plant comes. 

Today in various parts of this city 
and vicinity, Miss Borden and other 
Red Cross workers are visiting the 
families of those injured' or dead 
and offering aid. 

CANDLER CASE DISMISSED 
ATLANTA Ga„ March 8—The 

case against Mrs. Asa G. Candler 
and W. J. Keeling was dismissed 
ana W. J. Stoddard was bound over 

fo.- another trial under bon of $300 
here toay, when they were given a 

hearing In police ciurt on charges 
o fhavlng been in a place where in- 

toxicants were being drunk. 

SOUTH AMBOY ACTS 1 

AGAINST EXPtOSIVES 
SOUTH AMBOY, March 8.—The) 

explosion at the Nixon Nitration 
plant on Saturday, besides claiming I 
among its victims, Mrs. Richard 
Wherry, of Moragn, well known in 
this city, did considerable damage 
about South Amboy. 

Reports yesterday say that^ ap- 
proximately one hundred homes suf- 
fered however slightly from the con- 
cussion force. In the St,echanics- 
vllle section the front window of the 
barber shop of Joseph Jerome was 
blown in. A window in the Mechan- 
lcsville Hose company headquarters 
was also pushed out by the impact. 
The ceiling and walls of several 
homes were wrecked. 

As is generally the custom, espec- 
ially since the far famed historic ex- 

plosion at Morgan—many people of 
nervous temperament were seen on 
the streets about to leave the city, 
fearing a reoccurrence of the ex- 

plosion. 
Rumors to the effect that black 

powder is brought to this city daily 
and is being loaded,and unloaded for 
shipment to other points was broad- 
casted about the city yesterday. 
From what could be learned, it is 
understood that at a spot not far 
distant from the place where the re- 

cent flare-up took place this very 
high explosive is being shipped. 

In the face of the several catas- 
trophes that took human lives as toll 

_ 

tho people of tho city seem to feel 
that to bring explosives into'South 
Amboy is far from a wholesome 
idea. An ordinance recently Intro- 
duced into the council pertaining to 
the handling of explosives within 
the city limits has been laid over for 
some reason by the council mem- 
bers. 

It is understood that in other mu- 

nicipalities the handling of explo- 
sives is strictly forbidden. If it is 
within the power of^the council to 

stop this dangerous practice, the 
people are inclined to feel thai 
something wants to be done and 
done quickly. 

Both Mayor Chase and the mem- 

bers of the council have within tho 
past twenty-four hours come in for 
some sharp criticism. Since the ex- 

plosion at Nixon and the rumofs 
the powder is being unloaded here 
people are in a nervous state, and it 
seems that any demands that they 
might make of the council in tho 
■way of demanding them to at once 

take steps to stop this dangerous 
explosive traffic would be letting 
them or easy. 

The council will meet tomorrow 
night. It is very likely that the 
matter will brought before them, 
and that they will be forced to take 
drastic steps along the elimination 
lines. 

MATH ill 
TELLS OF BUST 

Corbett Escaped Due to Half 
Holiday—The Cause Is 

Not Known 

MATAWAN, March 3:—D. E. Cor- 

bett, of Valley Drive, Matawan 

Township, who is connected with the 
Nixon Nitration Company, is alive 
today because of the fact the office 
force of the company did not report 
for work on Saturday. The office in 
which Mr. Corbett was employed, 
with eight others, received the full 
force of the explosion, and the roof 
and front wall were blown in in such 
a manner that anyone in the build- 
ing would have been almost instant- 
ly killed or else badly injured. Two 
office employes had reported, Mr. 
Corbett said, but they were in other 
sections of the plant at the time and 
for this reason escaped injury. 

According to Mr. Corbett the cause 
of the blast Saturday morning that 
shook the countryside and killed be- 
tween twenty'and thirty employes 
will probably never be known. The 
explosion took place in the section 
of the plant used by the Ammonite 
Company and, Mr. Corbett said, it 
was not known that the products of 
this concern would explode. Al- 
though the buildings of the rest of 
the plant, which are used by the 
Nixon company, were considerably 
smashed, Mr. Corbett said the ma- 
chinery had not been damaged and 
that the work of rebuilding the 
Nixon plant would start today. The 
company expects to bo back in the 
manufacture of celluloid within 
thirty days. The Ammonite Comp? 
will not have a section under the 
new rebuilding plan, Mr. Corbett 
said, and there will be no caus- for 
explosions in the future operation of 
the plant. A Perth Amboy man by 
the name of Rasmussen has been 

! en.ployed to cle*.- up the remains of 
the explosion so the rebu lding work 
may go on. 

It is believed that the only man 
who could have given some idea of 
the cause of the explosion was a Mr. 
Smith, superintendent of the Am- 
monite Company plant. Smith died 
In a hospital some hours after the 
explosion without making a state- 
ment, it is said. 

Fire companies from various sec- 
tions of Monmouth county answered 
the call for aid in extinguishing the 
flames that followed the explosion. 
The request for firefighters and ap- 

paratus came from the command at 
Camp Raritan, which adjoins the 
Nixon plant. 

Many people from Matawan and 
other sections of Monmouth and 
Ocean counties visited Bonhamtown 
Sunday to view the remains of the 
plant. General surprise was express- 
ed that greater damage had not 

Great Traffic Jam in Borough 
of People on Way to 

Explosion Scene 

METUCHEN, March 3. — The 

tragic explosion at Nixon shortly be- 
fore noon Saturday lias brought 
much grief In the borough. Several 
of the citizens died while many of 
them wore Injured. Many families 
were set Into commotion Saturday 
when they heard the blast and fo ind 
that the Nixon works, where their 
hiisbands and fathers were working, 
was the scene of the explosion. They 
hurried to the plant to get word 
of the safety of their people. 

Yesterday the police made an ef- 
fort to handle the largest volume of 
automobile traffice on its wav to the 
Nixon scene. The police estimated 
that along Middlesex avenue nearly, 
2,000 cars an hour passed. 

Funeral arrangements are being 
made today for those who died The 
funeral of Lester Spencer, of Dur- 4^ ham avenue, will be held Wednesday 
pfternoon at 2:30. The Masonic and « 
Elks organization will hold special 
services for him. Interment will take 
place In the Alpine cemetery, Perth 
Amboy. 

The Masons are also preparing 
tor the funeral of Edward Smith, a 
member of the George Washingv." 
lodge, No. 286. F. & A. M., of New 
York. Mr. Smith was superintendent 
of the Ammonite plant. 

The funeral of Harold Slade vv'.l 
take place tomorrow afternoon. Pev 
Calvin Hare, 0I the Baptist church 
will conduct the service.*, follov ♦ 
by Interment In tne Hillside cetn- 
tery. *tr. Slade lived at Menlo Pari; 
and wa3 an employe of the Ammon 
ite plant, 

been done to residences located 
within a mile or two of the plant. 

Although the blast shook Matawan 
and vicinity, no windows were brok- 
en or other damage reported. Th'e 
cloud of wliite smoke following tho 
explosion could plainly be seen over 
the hills to the west of the borough 
and called to mind the Morgan ex- 
perience of 1918, 

churchTnstalution ° 
• 

The Installation of the recently 
elected elders and deacons of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical church took place 
yesterday at the morning service. 
Rev. Dr. Jacob Ganss was In charge. 
The elders are Michael Goodwin. 
Robert Gellllng and Henry Detering 
and the deacons are Paul 1 aumgar- 
ten, Vincent Goodwin and August 
Wllllama. The officers as organized 
are: Dr. Ganss, president: Paul 
Baumgarten, financial secretary, and 
Michael Goodwin, treasurer._ 

HERE’S WHAT PEOPLE 
SAY ABOUT TANLAC 

“If it had not been for Tanlac I would still be a sick, discouraged 
woman, for nothing else seemed to do me any good," says 
Mrs. Edward Gibbs. 

All the advertising in the world 
and all the sales efforts combined 
could not have made the great suc- 
cess for TANLAC that has been at- 
tained, unless this reconstructive 
tonic possessed merit of the great- 
est degree. Over 40 Mllltan Bottles 
of Tanlac have been sold and the 
demand today is greater than ever 
before. 

That TANLAC possesses merit and 
has brought relief to hundreds of 
thousands of persona is attested by 
the great number of testimonials 
that have been received by the com- 

pany from people in every state of 
the Union and every province of 
Canada. There are over J 00,000 
such statements on die with the 
company, all ringing with sincere 
praise for TANLAC and what it has 
accomplished. 

Hero are excerpts from a few of 
the 100,000 statements on file: 

Mrs. Edward Gibbs, Lancaster, 
Pa.—"For 2 years indigestion de- 
prived me of nearly all the pleasure 
of living. If it, had not been for 
TANLAC I would still be a sick and 
discouraged woman, for nothing 
else seemed to do me any good.” 

Mrs. Mary A. Benson, Seattle, 
Wash.: "Following n operation my 
stomach and nerves seemed to give 
way and I became almost helpless. 
As a last renort I tried TANLAC. I 
began to improve from the very flrijt, 

gained 29 lbs. and, today am feeling 
fine.” 

I 
stantiy, rood sepwed to do me no 
good, I would bloat up with gas, lost 
my strength, and could not sleep or 

r®8t; 1 was on the downgrade all the time. Tanlac corrected my trou- bI®" and put me In excellent shape.” Thomas Lucas, Petersboro, On- 
tario: "Well, sir, bu. lng TANLAC 
was the best investment I ever made, 
for It built up my health and 
strength to where I haven’t a com- 
plaint In the world.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Kaake 
Detroit, Mich.: "For more than 
year our three children, age 2 4 and 
6, had been so peaked and lifeless 
that we were worried about them 
Their stomachs were upset, appetite# 
poor, the color had left their cheeks 
their nights were restless and during 
the day they would Just mope around 
taking no interest In play or any- 
thing else. They began'to Improve- 
with the first dose of TANLAC. and 
today there are no more healthy 
children In Detroit." 

Tanlac for sale by all good drug- 
gists. Over 40 million bottles sold' 
Accept no substitute. 

_ 
I 


